
ENGL 3000 Analysis and Interpretation / Fall 2020  
Instructor:  J. Foertsch / foertsch@unt.edu 
Zoom Office Hours:  T, W 2:30 – 4:30, and by appointment 
 
Course Objectives:  In this course, we will interpret texts from the major genres of literature in 

English – poetry, fiction, and drama – with respect to form (e.g., style, word choice, tone) and 
content (e.g., plot, theme, symbol, character, setting).  We will familiarize ourselves with a 
variety of key terms and spend many sessions closely reading literary passages for their rich and 
multiple meanings.  The course will be writing-intensive, with three 4- to 6-page essays required.  
In addition we will take mid-term examination (objective, skills-testing), a final examination 
(essay format), and reading quizzes as needed, to test adherence to nightly reading requirements.  
Ideally, by semester’s end, we will be able to interpret literary texts with multiple tools and write 
effectively about these interpretations. 

Course Texts: 
 Kennedy and Gioia, Backpack Literature, 5th edition 
 Rieger, ed. Frankenstein by Mary Shelley 
Papers/Requirements: 
 Three essays (4-6 pages each) – 45% (15% each) 
 Midterm Exam - 15% 

Final Examination (essay format) – 10% 
 Class Participation – 30% 
 Class participation will include meeting all draft conference deadlines and posting to the 

discussion boards during each of our Reading Weeks per the protocol listed below.  It goes 
without saying that incivility, rude/sarcastic remarks, foul or racist language, or other “troll”-
style response are expressly forbidden.  Anyone contributing in this manner will be in 
violation of UNT’s Code of Student Conduct and will be referred to the Dean of Students.   

• one post (minimum two sentences) to each discussion question each 
Reading Week by Thursday 5 p.m. 

• one comment (minimum) to one follow-up question from me each 
Reading Week by Friday 5 p.m. (or over the weekend if preferred). 

• draft sent for edits/discussion (once minimum) by Tuesday 5 p.m. of 
each Writing Week.  Students will send some semblance of a written draft 
(from the first statement to the full draft) by that deadline, to be returned by 
me with comments within 24 hours.  Optional but ideal is the sending off 
the first draft well before this Tuesday deadline, as well as the rewriting of 
drafts several times before the date due. 

• final draft due each Writing Week by Friday 5 p.m. 
• Compliance with all written assignment deadlines.  A maximum grade of 

D will be earned for any student missing one or more of the four major 
writing assignments or midterm exam. 

Students with Disabilities:  Audio-recording will be available for all lecture material, and any student 
requiring additional time for the midterm should contact me via Canvas.  Please share with me 
your ODA documentation, and I’ll do all I can to ensure a full-functioning learning experience 
for you.  If you need to obtain ODA documents, or would like to be tested or counseled for a 
disability, please contact the ODA at Sage Hall, Ste. 167, 565-4323. 

Final Examination: 
 Due 10 December 2020, 5 p.m. 



ENGL 3000 – Analysis and Interpretation 
Fall 2020  
Inst:  J. Foertsch 
 
Course Schedule 
 
Aug.  27: Introduction:  Talking and Writing about Literature 
  Ch. 25:  Oedipus the King 
 
Sept.   3: Ch. 26 - Othello  
 
Sept. 10:   Ch, 26 – Othello and Ch. 10 Poetry 
 
Sept. 17:   Read Ch. 11 - 12 Poetry / Essay #1 due 
 
Sept. 24: Ch. 13 - 15 Poetry 
 
Oct.    1: Ch. 16 - 18 Poetry 
 
Oct.   8:   Read Ch. 19 - 20 Poetry / Essay #2 due 
 
Oct.  15: Midterm Exam:  Early Drama and Poetry   
   
Oct. 22: Frankenstein and its contexts 
 
Oct.  29: Finish Frankenstein 
 
Nov.   5: The legacy of Frankenstein 
 
Nov.  12: Melodrama and Modern Drama:  A Doll’s House and Trifles 
 
Nov.  19:   Working with Sources / Postmodernism and Theater of the Absurd  
  Essay #3 due (source-free) 
 
Nov.  26:   Thanksgiving / No Class 
   
Dec.   3: Essay #3 due (source-enhanced) 
  Contemporary Drama:  The Cuban Swimmer and The Sound of a Voice 


